
11 June 2009   QUEENSLAND COUNTRY LIFE 25queenslandcountrylife.com

Agribusiness

By JANE MILBURN

EVERY person accepted into the
Australian Rural Leadership
Program has already done a fair

bit of living, learning and leading, as
that is part of the selection criteria. 

But the recent Kimberley trip was
the ultimate leveller at the beginning
of the 15-month experiential learning
journey for the 34 rural leaders
involved in Course 16 of ARLP. 

There is a cone of silence over
details, but the Kimberley opening
gambit is designed to take a bunch of
capable and competent individuals
out of their comfort zone by challen-
ging them in the name of learning.

That sense of the unknown is pre-
served to heighten personal learning
opportunities and build teams where
there is a high level of trust.

Under the direction of training
and development group AusWorks,
participants undertake a physical,
intellectual, cultural and spiritual
journey with their allocated team.

Team 4 consisted of Queensland-
ers Jane Milburn, Keelen Mailman
and Dallas King, Victorians Mike
Mooney and Anthony Shelly, and
West Australian Andrew Mencshelyi,
and went by the name Spiritual
Travellers.

The teams are tasked with various
problem-solving activities that are
designed to increase self-awareness,
develop teamwork and leadership
skills, as well as providing a range of
other leadership lessons. 

Dallas King, sponsored by
Auscott/Cotton Research and
Development Corporation, said: “It is

an honour to be selected by your
industry and be given the opportunity
to be in that part of the world with no
distractions and just focusing on
yourself and your learning outcomes.

“I gained a greater understanding
of my abilities and grew in confi-
dence to be an active participant in
making change within the team and
in my community. It taught me to be
more objective with people.” 

Other Queenslanders in the
program are Geoff Cornford from
Bowenville, Alex Kutt from
Townsville, Georgie Somerset from
Kingaroy and Scott Gorringe from
Lockrose.   

Of the Kimberley experience,
Georgie Somerset, sponsored by
Meat and Livestock Australia, said:
“It was a privilege to have the
opportunity to step
out for a couple of
weeks and find out
more about myself.

“It was a unique
opportunity to learn
more about how I
operate as a leader
within a group and
how I can become
more effective in my
business, my community, my
industry and across regional
Australia. 

“The Kimberley for me was about
refining personal effectiveness.”

The ARLP aims to produce
a network of informed, capable
and ethical leaders who are able
to work collaboratively to advance
the interests of their industries,
their communities and rural

Australia in general.  
The 60-day program is part-time

and conducted in six sessions in
various locations throughout
Australia and overseas, funded by
sponsors of the Australian Rural
Leadership Foundation.

A broad range of commercial,
philanthropic and government

organisations provide
scholarships which
enable the foundation
to implement its
personal and
professional
development agenda.

Rural Press Ltd,
publisher of
Queensland Country
Life, is among those

businesses supporting ARLP Course
16, as are Woolworths, Elders,
Telstra Countrywide, Cooperative
Bulk Handling, Santos, Australian
Lot Feeders Association, the Vincent
Fairfax Family Foundation, the Tim
Fairfax Family Foundation, and
various research bodies and
government departments.

About 450 participants have
graduated from the program since it

began in 1992 and are now part of the
network of fellows working in all
parts of Australia.

The ARLP curriculum is
designed to expose developing
leaders to learning opportunities in
three key areas: personal effective-
ness; ethics, values, social responsi-
bility and an appreciation of
diversity; and thinking, conceptual
and analytical skills.

It selects and invests in people
who want to help shape the future of
remote, rural and regional Australia,
and who have the capacity, prospects
and commitment to lead at regional,
State or national levels.

The foundation’s educational
approach is designed to provide
opportunities and learning exper-
iences within environments that are
most likely to assist participants to
make shifts in their thinking and
approach to leadership.

Sessions are experiential, provide
challenge and focus on real-world
subject matter.  

Applications for places in Course
17 of ARLP are open until July 31,
with more information available at
www.rural-leaders.com.au

Baptism of
learning in
wilderness Jane Milburn and Georgie Somerset on the

ARLP Kimberley trip.

Dallas King.

The Spiritual Travellers team: Anthony Shelly, Mike Mooney, Keelen
Mailman, Dallas King, Jane Milburn and Andrew Mencshelyi above Lake
Argyle in the Kimberley.

I gained a
greater
under-

standing of
my abilities.‘ ’

Visit your local branch or call your local Rural Deposit Specialist

Natalie Bardell 
Rural Deposit Specialist, 
North Queensland
0402 398 953

Fiona Hixon 
Rural Deposit Specialist, 
Central Queensland
0402 398 957

Marsha Strelow 
Rural Deposit Specialist, 
Southern Queensland
0428 542 565

The Farm Management Deposit Account is issued by Suncorp-Metway Ltd ABN 66 010 831 722. * Bonus Interest Rate applies to a Farm Management Deposit Account – At Call and is in addition to the current standard 
variable rate applying to that account. In order to qualify for the Bonus Interest Rate the Farm Management Deposit Account – At Call must be opened between 18 May 2009 and 30 June 2009. The Bonus Interest Rate applies 
until 1 September 2009 after which time the then current standard variable rate of interest applies (which is subject to change). Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply to these accounts and are available on request. Please 
read the relevant Product Information Document before you make any decisions regarding these products. This offer can be withdrawn at any time. Contact us on 13 11 75 or a branch for a copy.  BSUNBB4348_QCL

Our At Call Farm Management Deposit Account (FMDA) has a Bonus Interest Rate of 1.50% p.a. in 
addition to our current standard variable rate. For example, if the standard variable rate is 3.00%p.a., 
with Bonus Interest, a total of 4.50% p.a. will be paid. To qualify for the Bonus Interest Rate, simply 
open an At Call FMDA between 18 May and 30 June 2009. The Bonus Interest Rate applies until 
1 September 2009 on balances of $1,000 to $400,000.*

An At Call Farm Management Deposit Account 
with a high standard variable interest rate.

And a bonus 

1.50%
on top of the current 
standard variable rate

p.a.*
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Prime Capricorn Coast Grazing Property
For Sale by Tender

520 acres on Keppel Sands Road

• Consisting of mostly cleared grazing country.
• 18 minutes East of Rockhampton on Keppel

Sands Road.
• Permanent water in creek.
• Good large dam.
• Damp black soil flats, elevating up gentle

well grassed slopes to expose sea views.
• Close to meatworks, saleyards and town.
• Minutes to good fishing and crabbing.
• Future development possibilities.
Inspections and tender documents may be obtained by 

telephoning  0427 344 307 or 0409 574 180
Tenders close June 30, 2009

Before making a decision on the tenders the owners may invite
all persons who have submitted a tender to modify their tender
to take into account a change in the market. Highest or any
tender not necessarily accepted.
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